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WHY I LIKE ST MICHAEL’S
Some recent comments from those in the know!

“… a sense of holiness and reverence”

SUNDAYS

WELCOME TO OUR INCLUSIVE, CHURCH FAMILY

8.00 am Holy Eucharist

St Michael & All Angels is a church where people are called to come together to
explore the mystery of God's love. All of us, without exception, are called by God.
A special welcome to all visitors and newcomers. May God bless you this day and
every day. Please help yourself to a Welcome Pack before you leave.

10.00 am Parish Eucharist

CANDLEMAS
This Sunday marks the end of the Christmas-Epiphany revelation of the
incarnation of God in Christ Jesus. The Church now looks forward to preparing for
Lent and the mystery of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection at Easter. The
words of dismissal today sum up this time of ‘bitter-sweet’. We gather at the place
of purification, the font, in the light of the paschal candle symbolising Jesus’ as the
hope to all nations.

THE THRESHOLD PROJECT NEARS COMPLETION
The new building is scheduled to be completed by 2nd March 2018. The path to
King George’s Walk will be widened and re-surfaced and opened by the end of
February. Apologies for the inconvenience.
The Bishop of Oxford is coming to bless the Threshold Project on Sunday, 22nd
April at the 10am Eucharist.

Traditional Language
1st Sunday of the month:
All-Age Family Eucharist
5th Sunday of the month:
Rotation with partnership churches

6.30pm Contemplative Prayer
In the Lady Chapel

WEEKDAYS
Silent Prayer
9.00am

Morning Prayer
9.30am

Holy Eucharist
Thursdays 10.00am
1st Thursday of the month: Healing the laying on of hands and anointing.

SIGN YOUR NAME ON THE NEW ELECTORAL ROLL

Choir Practice

The PCC revises the Electoral Roll before the APCM every year (and renews it
every six years). The Electoral Roll is a formal record of the members of our church
community; it is used by the Diocese and the national church to compile
attendance statistics. Being on the ER in this parish enables you to attend the
APCM and vote for members to serve on the PCC. There is a copy of the current ER
displayed at the back of the church; please check that your name is on it. If you
would like to be added please complete a pink ER form and give it to PCC
Secretary Emma Wilkinson. Thank you.

Thursdays 6.30-7.45pm
Contact Steve Allen - 07717 852020

ST MICHAEL’S IS GOING GREEN!

Men’s Breakfast
1st Saturday of the month
Contact Steve Hunter - 01865 552475

For information on courses
Contact Gavin - 01865 556079

FOR CHILDREN

The new Eco-Team is up and running. Facilitated by Jan Cook, the team has
divided its focus into several areas of interest including climate justice, teaching
and worship, greening our own church and gardens, raising awareness around
ecological issues both local and global. St Michael’s has joined the A Rocha award
scheme in which churches are commended for their ‘green’ approach to mission
and ministry. For more information, we will be setting up Eco Church pages on our
web site. Watch this space!

meets in the vestry during
10.00am Parish Eucharist (term time only)

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY DONATION BOXES

St Michael’s Choristers Age 3+

If you have been collecting for the Children’s Society and have donations, please
give in the boxes to Sue Smith who will send the money direct to the charity.

NIGEL EVANS RIP
Nigel died last week after a brave fight with cancer. Nigel’s funeral will be in
church on Friday, 9th February at 2.30pm. A reception will take place in church
immediately after the funeral.
PLEASE STAY FOR COFFEE & VISIT OUR
TRAIDCRAFT STALL AFTER THE 10AM SERVICE

‘Children’s Church’ on Sunday
Godly Play
every 4th Sunday
at 10am with a crèche provided
practise Thursdays in church
in term-time at 5.30 pm and sing on the
1st Sunday of the month
Contact Alice - 07791 328108

Baby & Toddler Group
Tuesdays 10.00 - 12.00 noon
Play for children and chat for carers
Contact Juliet - 01865 552640

THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST - CANDLEMAS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples. Luke 2: 30–31

COLLECT
Almighty and ever-living God,
clothed in majesty,
whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple,
in substance of our flesh:
grant that we may be presented to you
with pure and clean hearts,
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

NEW TESTAMENT READING
Hebrews 2: 14-end
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he
himself likewise shared the same things, so that through
death he might destroy the one who has the power of death,
that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held
in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not
come to help angels, but the descendants of
Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and
sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of
atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself was
tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are
being tested.

CHOIR ANTHEM
Nunc Dimittis in G (Stanford)

28TH JAN 2018

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
LUKE 2: 22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the
law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present
him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law
of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward
to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his
arms and praised God, saying,
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.’
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was
being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to
his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of
the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with
her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but
worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At
that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.

Godly Play takes place on the 4th Sunday of
the month at Children’s Church. We wonder
at the story, respond to it and have a feast.

Next Week: SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
Readings: Colossians 1: 15-20 / John 1: 1-14
8am - Celebrant & Preacher: Rodney Hill
10am - Celebrant & Preacher: Gavin Knight

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna,
who lived to welcome the Messiah:
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words,
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes
to bring us to eternal life;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

