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WHY I LIKE ST MICHAEL’S
Comments from those in the know!

“...there is a palpable feeling of
welcome experienced at St Michaels ”

SUNDAYS

WELCOME TO OUR INCLUSIVE, CHURCH FAMILY

8.00 am Holy Eucharist

St Michael & All Angels is a church where people are called to come together to
explore the mystery of God's love. All of us, without exception, are called by God.
A special welcome to all visitors and newcomers. May God bless you this day and
every day. Please help yourself to a Welcome Pack before you leave.

10.00 am Parish Eucharist

10 am EUCHARIST ON HOMELESSNESS
Welcome to our guest preacher at the 10am Eucharist, Revd Mary Gurr, chaplain
to the homeless in Oxford. Afterwards, during coffee time, there will be a short
talk by a Gatehouse representative in the Lady Chapel. Gatehouse is a charity for
the homeless, which we are supporting this year and next. A collection will be
made at the end of the service, please give generously.

THE GUARDIAN ANGEL - CHRISTMAS EDITION
The community newsletter will be ready for bundling on 1st December and then
to be distributed to the households of the parish. We will be combining the
partnership Christmas card with the Guardian Angel delivery. Please make space
in your diaries to help with bundling and deliveries. Many hands make light work.

ECO CHURCH TEAM MEETING
26th November (Christ the King) we will meet after church to plan ahead, agree
our strategy and hopefully find out who our facilitator/enabler is!

CLEANING THE CHURCH
We plan to clean the church for Christmas on Friday, December 8th . Many hands
make light work, so we need a large team. Please spare 2 hours between 10:00
and 12:00 to get rid of the cobwebs. Sarah and Doreen

2017 CHRISTMASTIDE QUIZ - OUT NEXT SUNDAY!
Copies will be on sale from 26 November from Partnership churches at £1 a copy.
Last year’s raised £120 for charity. Asylum Welcome is this year’s charity - but
what will the theme be? The Quiz closing date is 6 January. Jenny Gerrard

Traditional Language
1st Sunday of the month:
All-Age Family Eucharist
5th Sunday of the month:
Rotation with partnership churches

6.30pm Contemplative Prayer
In the Lady Chapel

WEEKDAYS
Silent Prayer
9.00am

Morning Prayer
9.30am

Holy Eucharist
Thursdays 10.00am
1st Thursday of the month: Healing the laying on of hands and anointing.

Adult Choir Practice
Thursdays 6.30-7.45pm
Contact Steve Allen - 07717 852020

Men’s Breakfast
1st Saturday of the month
Contact Steve Hunter - 01865 552475

For information on courses
Contact Gavin - 01865 556079

FOR CHILDREN
‘Children’s Church’ on Sunday

NEW WEST WINDOW
The church might feel a little chilly this week with the old window being taken
away and the new window, with cruciform mullion, fitted. The louvre at the top of
the gable has also been replaced with the use of a giant cherry picker!

A THEOLOGICAL NOTE —THE KINGDOM SEASON
This kingdom season is a relatively modern inclusion to our liturgical year. It
represents the end of our annual pilgrimage, climaxing with the Feast of Christ the
King. This is a time of remembrance, forgiveness, reconciliation and healing. Red
poppies are used as a symbol of remembering those who died in conflict. The
season lasts throughout November, from All Saints’ to Christ the King.
PLEASE STAY FOR COFFEE & VISIT OUR
TRAIDCRAFT STALL AFTER THE 10AM SERVICE

meets in the vestry during
10.00am Parish Eucharist (term time only)

Godly Play
every 4th Sunday
at 10am with a crèche provided

St Michael’s Choristers Age 3+
practise Thursdays in church
in term-time at 5.30 pm and sing on the
1st Sunday of the month
Contact Alice - 07791 328108

Baby & Toddler Group
Tuesdays 10.00 - 12.00 noon
Play for children and chat for carers
Contact Juliet - 01865 552640

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds
of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree
are for the healing of the nations. (Revelation 22:2)

COLLECT
Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed
to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

NEW TESTAMENT READING
1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and
sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. For you
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like
a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’,
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains
come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But
you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you
like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the
day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then, let us not fall
asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for
those who sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at
night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you
are doing.

CHOIR ANTHEM
God be in my head (Walford Davies)

19TH NOVEMBER 2017
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
Matthew 25: 14-30

Jesus told them this parable: ”For it is as if a man, going on a
journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to
them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another
one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The
one who had received the five talents went off at once and
traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same
way, the one who had the two talents made two more
talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s
money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and
settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received
the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents,
saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I
have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter
into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents
also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me
two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master
said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one
who had received the one talent also came forward, saying,
“Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter
seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied,
“You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then
you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and
on my return I would have received what was my own with
interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one
with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for
this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Gracious Lord,
in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Next Week: CHRIST THE KING
Readings: Ephesians 1: 15-end / Matthew 25: 31-end
8am - Celebrant & Preacher: Gavin Knight
10am - Celebrant & Preacher: Gavin Knight

