St. Michael & All Angels
Serving the Parish of
Summertown and Cutteslowe

Duccio di Boninsegna, The Descent into Hell and the Salvation of Humankind

The Easter Liturgy
The Liturgy of Light; the Liturgy of the Word;
the Liturgy of Initiation and the Liturgy of the Eucharist

¶

The Liturgy of Light

All gather in SILENCE and DARKNESS. When the priest and servers enter all STAND and
turn to face the place where the New Fire burns.

President The Lord be with you.
All
And also with you.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, on this most holy
night, in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over
from death to life, the Church invites her
members, dispersed throughout the world, to
gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover
of the Lord, in which through word and
sacrament we share in his victory over death.
As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the
record of God's saving deeds in history, recalling
how he saved his people in ages past and in the
fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer;
and let us pray that through this Easter
celebration God may bring to perfection in each
of us the saving work he has begun.
The New Fire is lit.

Eternal God,
who made this most holy night
to shine with the brightness of your one true light:
set us aflame with the fire of your love,
and bring us to the radiance of your
heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The president traces the Greek symbols alpha and omega (the beginning and the end) and the
numerals of the current year upon the Paschal Candle.

President: Christ yesterday and today,
the beginning and the end,
Alpha and Omega,
all time belongs to him,
and all ages;
to him be glory and power,
through every age and for ever. Amen.
Five grains of incense are inserted into the candle, in the form of a cross.
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By his holy and glorious wounds
may Christ our Lord guard and keep us. Amen.
The President lights the Paschal Candle from the New Fire.

May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.
The Paschal Candle is carried into the nave.
Three stations are made, at each of which is sung:

All:

Christ our light
Thanks be to God

All candles are lit, please pass on the light of Christ to your neighbour.

The Exsultet (The Easter Song of Praise)
All remain standing with lighted candles as the Easter Proclamation is sung.
It is a song of thanksgiving from God’s people for their salvation.

President The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
President Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
We sing the Exsultet or an appropriate hymn of praise
Sing choirs of heaven! Let saints and angels sing!
Around God's throne exult in harmony!
Now Jesus Christ is risen from the grave!
Salute your king in glorious symphony!
Sing choirs on earth! Behold your light has come!
The glory of the Lord shines radiantly!
Lift up your hearts, for Christ has conquered death!
The night is past; the day of life is here!
Sing church of God! Exult with joy outpoured!
The gospel trumpets tell of victory won!
Your Saviour lives: he’s with you evermore!
Let all God’s people shout the long Amen!
Please extinguish all candles and sit for the Liturgy of the Word.
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The Liturgy of the Word
Sisters and brothers in Christ, we have begun our solemn vigil. Let us
now listen attentively to the word of God, recalling how he saved his
people throughout history and, in fullness of time, sent his Son to be
our Redeemer. Through this Easter celebration, may God bring to
perfection the saving work he has begun in us.

The First Reading

Genesis1: 1 – 2: 4a

God creates the heavens, the earth and humankind in his image, and he saw that it
was very good.

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there
was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from
the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate
the waters from the waters.’ So God made the dome and separated the waters
that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was
so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the
second day.
And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the
waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was
good. Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and
fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so.
The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees
of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from
the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and
let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was
so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser
light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give
light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the
light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening
and there was morning, the fourth day.
And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds
fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.’ So God created the great sea
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monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was
good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day.
And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. God
made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and
everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was
good.
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said,
‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant
for food.’ And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the
seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day
and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation.
Prayer
All STAND

Almighty God,
who wonderfully created us in your own image
and yet more wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to share in our humanity,
so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God now and for ever. Amen.
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The Second Reading

Exodus 14: 10-31 & 15: 20-21

The liberation of God’s people out of captivity.

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said
to Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us
away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of
Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us
serve the Egyptians”? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians
than to die in the wilderness.’ But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid,
stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today;
for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The LORD will
fight for you, and you have only to keep still.’
Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to
go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and
divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden
the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain
glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot
drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained
glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.’
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place
behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so
the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come
near the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back
by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters
were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a
wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into
the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the
morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the
Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.’
Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot
drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the
Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea;
not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the
sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
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Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did
against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD
and in his servant Moses.
Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all
the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam
sang to them: ‘Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider
he has thrown into the sea.’
Prayer
All STAND

Lord God our redeemer,
who heard the cry of your people
and sent your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery:
free us from the tyranny of sin and death
and, by the leading of your Spirit, bring us to our promised land;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Third Reading

Ezekiel 36: 24-28

God gives the promise of land and his everlasting presence to his people.

I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring
you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be
clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A
new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove
from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit
within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my
ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you
shall be my people, and I will be your God.
Prayer
All STAND

Heavenly Father,
by the power of the Holy Spirit
you give to your faithful people
new life in the water of baptism.
Guide and strengthen us by that same Spirit,
that we who are born again may serve you in faith and love,
and grow into the full stature of your Son Jesus Christ;
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Gloria in Excelsis
This is sung to mark the beginning of the New Testament, the Good News of Jesus Christ.
The bells of the church are rung and the altar candles are lit.

All
All
All
All
All

All
All
All

All

Glory to God, glory in the highest.
Peace to his people, peace on earth.
Glory to God, glory in the highest.
Peace to his people, peace on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father.
Glory to God, glory in the highest.
Peace to his people, peace on earth.
We worship you,
glory in the highest.
Give you thanks,
glory in the highest.
Praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, glory in the highest.
Peace to his people, peace on earth.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer,
receive our prayer.
Glory to God, glory in the highest.
Peace to his people, peace on earth.
Glory to God, glory in the highest.
Peace to his people, peace on earth.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God,
the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God, glory in the highest.
Peace to his people, peace on earth. Amen, amen.

The Collect

All:

Lord of all life and power,
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death
to make all things new in him:
grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ,
may reign with him in glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity.
Amen.
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The New Testament Reading

Romans 6: 3-11

St. Paul explains the significance of our baptism which unites us in the death and
resurrection of Christ.

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
so we too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him
so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved
to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we
believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the
dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
The Gradual Hymn is sung as we welcome the Gospel of Christ.

The Gospel
All STAND and turn to face the Book of the Gospels and hear the Easter Mystery.
We all sing,

All:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

All:

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, l and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for l evermore.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

When the Gospel is announced the reader says

All:

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to N.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end

All:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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The Alleluia is repeated by everyone,

All:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Homily
We sing a hymn glorifying God’s works amongst his people.

¶

The Liturgy of Initiation

The priest and servers carry the Paschal Candle and process to the font, where the people of
God congregate.
The candles of the people are rekindled.

The Blessing of the Water of Baptism
President: My brothers and sisters, let us ask the Lord our God to bless
this water he has created, which we shall use to recall our baptism.
May God renew us and keep us faithful to the Spirit we have all
received.
All:

Praise God who made heaven and earth,
who keeps his promise for ever.

All:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Almighty God, whose son Jesus Christ was baptised in the River
Jordan:
we thank you for the gift of water to cleanse and refresh us. We thank
you that through the waters of the Red Sea you led your people out of
slavery to freedom in the Promised Land. We thank you that through
the deep waters of death you brought your Son and raised him to life
in triumph.
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The Paschal Candle is dipped into the water three times.

Bless this water, that all who are washed in it may be made one with
Christ in his death and in his resurrection, to be cleansed and
delivered from all sin. Send your Holy Spirit upon them to bring them
to new birth in the family of your Church, and raise them with Christ to
full and eternal life. For all might, majesty, authority and power are
yours, now and for ever. Amen.
The Easter Candle is held in the water

All:

Send your Holy Spirit upon all those who are brought to new birth in
the household of faith, and raise them with Christ to full and eternal
life; for all might majesty authority and power are yours, now and for
ever.
Amen.

The Candle is taken out of the water as we all say the acclamation,

All:

Springs of water, bless the Lord.
Give him glory and praise for ever.

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
President: As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
from the dead, we remember that through the paschal mystery
we have died and been buried with him in baptism,
so that we may rise with him to a new life within the family of his
Church. Now that we have completed our observance of Lent,
we renew the promises made at our baptism,
affirming our allegiance to Christ,
and our rejection of all that is evil.
Therefore I ask these questions:
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
I reject them.
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
I renounce them.
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God
and neighbour?
I repent of them.
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I turn to Christ.
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Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
I submit to Christ.
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
I come to Christ.
And now I ask you to make the profession of Christian faith into which
you were baptised, and in which you live and grow.
Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
President: This is the faith of the Church.
All:
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
President: Almighty God,
we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith
with all those who have been baptised in your name.
Keep us faithful to our baptism, and so make us ready for that day
when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
To remind us of our baptism the priest sprinkles the congregation with the water of baptism.
The procession returns to the altar, and the Easter Candle is placed in its stand.
The people’s candles are extinguished.
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The Liturgy Of The Eucharist

The Peace
President: The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,
Peace be with you!
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.
All:

Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All exchange the peace in the knowledge of the resurrection with these words:

All:

The Lord is risen.
He is risen indeed

We sing a hymn as the gifts are brought to God’s table for his holy use.
Prayers of thanksgiving are said over the gifts

The Eucharistic Prayer (B)
President The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
President Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ,
your risen Son, has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
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while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

All

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed our death,
Rising you restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and
looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring
before you this bread
and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your
presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom all who share
this one bread and one cup, so that we,
in the company of [N and] all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
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by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
President As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray
All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread saying,

All

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

During the breaking of the bread the Agnus Dei (the Lamb of God) is sung.

All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
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Giving of Communion
The president invites the people to receive communion with these words,

All

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The president and people receive communion in a circle around the altar with the words,

The Body of Christ.
The Blood of Christ.
Each communicant responds with the prayer,

Amen.
If you wish to receive God’s blessing instead of receiving the Sacrament, bring a booklet with
you so that your intention is clear.
During the distribution hymns and anthems may be sung.

Prayer after Communion
After a period of silence, the president says,

Let us pray.
This or another post-Communion prayer is said.

All

God of life ,
who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son
to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection have delivered us
from the power of our enemy:
grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore
live with him in the joy of his risen life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A final hymn is sung.
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The Dismissal

We turn to face the west door for the dismissal for the solemn blessing.

President Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All:
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

All:

God the Father,
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead,
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.
Amen.

All:

God the Son,
who in bursting the grave has won a glorious victory,
give you joy as you share the Easter faith.
Amen.

All:

God the Holy Spirit,
whom the risen Lord breathed into his disciples,
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.
Amen.	
  
And the blessing of God almighty,
+ the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

A minister then says,

All

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

The ministers and people depart with great joy!

Liturgical material used in our Holy Week services has been taken from:
Lent, Holy Week & Easter, Church House Publishing, © The Central Board of Finance of the Church of England, 1986
Lent, Holy Week & Easter, McCrimmon Publishing, © 1988 Ian Forrester.
Music for Common Worship, Vol I , RSCM Press, 2000.
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.
New Patterns for Worship, Church House Publishing, © The Archbishops’ Council 2002
The Sunday Missal, © 1984 William Collins.
Songs & Prayers from Taize, © 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taize.
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Happy Easter!

“We are an Easter people and
‘Alleluia’ is our song!”
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